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E-.-.4 them to do them. Y, Wet, 
be who weloa' God; meki 

neither of their Love nor of thar Fear 7; BK 


'  theybethat ſay umoGdd, De) obeeg us, we” 
defirenot Fl paar, ge « thy: by Mak to 


A ' maintain any feltowſhip with thy” wth z 


whoever they be tbat taſte no Froeemnef7 i m: boly Ex- 1 
, but. 


= erciſes, and ſee not that God #' nee 


oh z0-pickup a ſatisfattion for themſclves ont of" 
* inferior and tranſitory Gpods : Let your | wants | 
' outs God, and your love draw you to - * 
E: > ew : do ou ſet the Lord, and his ffrength, 


Je, ſeek i face evermore 3 lay hold upon fall 
| epportunjties of meeting with him, bearing « 
'f | ws biz , \and pourgyg out your Squls before © 
| o with Zacheus into we High-way , 
_ that FE we Jo may get. a a fight of Chrift ; and , 
" with ch#Spoule tnto the ſetrer places of the: 


: / fairs , awd there ler him he” Jour Dice. . 


© Certainly, all theſe that are horn of God, have. 
s 4 - been made partakers of the Holy Gboſt, are en-; 
” vitled to ox Glory +>. ay and foint-brirs wich. 
<7 bave received-and are atted by the” 


" 
"2 Ph. ow 

= 6. _ 
CE RE 
» *. WR? EXP 


b 
4 
I 
'£ 


<< ge ac oben ne” Sons Fer 7 ts nn at 7 


_ Spirit 1 


lt one. "IFC 


he 
IF 
£1 
- Ts 
, 
2 
k. 44 
; a 
9 
7 ©8 
- 
SHS 
+7 
—_ - 
b 2 
"Ss; 
Os 
bf 
, _ 
PIER 
- h-* 7 
D FL 
*% * 


L | Heawen,; 4 1G . 114K 

the u@) eithes "Dy yowrborefane 
N19 your Prayer 36 Go, | 
Y 4408: preſent. Hing with-:vbe\Þi 
wild De avtole be ſonftific ; - 
jel rue or (do 


Fea af . 
flltions \ofe it, 'bis 


dutias'of is, 


I evdeavoxr s 16: 4 du upon rp i 
ph _—_ coor \f8 | 
: N 2 ther tone; es __ 


"Qimeg egy as the Alpha; yay-). 


47 40 bis beloved 


A wht the reg f bis Protedlion is ſet bent 54 


aur Perſonr, Families , ond all 'that. 


P e) " 
C a LE a =. " 
CHE. vr, 
z - \ L8G 
. Fe 
_ - +. SER 
. : , Pa - 
" =”; 
F as _ 
PR ae 4. 4 oo 
- « '& "Ir # " F< 4e 
Oy On by, 1 
x - 


Pp, 


< Lolli #5 86-6 12s _ 


i 
CA 


Y 
I 


Fs RET Is 


» 


"EH! 


FOE 


« Ce EIS Sou EEE oo net” 7 ot; 4 # Recs 


* 


.ond-kifs you with: the þ "of is: mouth; 
Never dave to.came to rhe publick 
a} : 2 have: beert.oabiththe Grea 
p. 3; who alone. on. bleſs:-h1s- 


Gr DES 


A RINITN IN” 


0006 Nats ape W244 b, YG rs, ROE ops ng 


— 


” 


[ 


5 I bs a mak vY Q OE "oo *F 5 wy \ 


$288? 


HS 44% 


B. 2H 


IR Br Hager %% eRJU oO $ ON Whh 15 1 4 635% AY 
Ins REY K\ Bo LIT) A woR yr: y] 


= oy hiinga 


. T-* In, * S % po 
3 » 4 «IN IR 3 


A GIL5 8 WW" VN | 
GW i 


MATTHEW VL 6. 


But thou, when thou ravhh, enter ins 
p to thy Cloſet, and when; thes. 
'. ſput thy door, pray to My Farber 
which i in ſecret. © : 
cle wowds arc 2 Tile * part & 
our dear Saviour's firſt ron, 
and the longeft, that *ever he 
Preached; full of excalznth 


ter, "moſt worthy'of the Preacher, radR 
per and profitable for the Yo Bo 
bounds with wholtfom and: Zou 
(els, and- affords : eb ſe precious andere 
_ 


Sotofovrs Ll 
Tr they* detire that Tl! woal#"K; my 
them into Heaverr when” they dye 2%, FR | 
MEAS Ke n 


& 


S | ; wo 
| 5 A Diſcourſe of Cloſet-Prayer. © 
Tn_the beginning of this Chapter, he.” 
commands his Diſciples and Followers to | 
take. beed, Caution becomes Chriftiaris, - 
their Caſe calls loudly for. its the life which 
they live inthe fleſh,” requires a-great deal. 
of caution for the leading of it, that it 
might riot be-a' vain and empty life, a low | 
130 urwortliy Hfe ; -und the dutics of Reli- F- 
| gion,;. to «her doing of which they are: cn- 
gaged , requires. as much, that they. may 
- not | be ſpoiled by them, nor rejected. by | 
God ; nor thrown, as dung, into their faces. | 


_ 


Take heed, O Profeliors, how you live, 
and walk -and carry. in the World ; weigh. 


| - and wary. Take heed therefore, remem-? 
|  haring and conſidering, He gives the charge,) 


a0: 


m<" 


* 6 hk lene yo: dearly, and- knows: :bettox - 
| thai yow- what. necd-there'is of it. + 1: 
: | Qur Lord in particular gives this directi» "o 
* Lab caution concerning the. ordinary * | 
- ; of Alms-giving and Prayer, and. that .Y 
| hs he hos duty. of: Faſting :-all which. 
Y arc ſo: good andiexcellent in themſelves, 
. BY that he-would : not have them fpoild; by 
any/of his Servants, whatever they are.by 
 othixs, who will needs pretend: to. him, 
y whit they. haye no more 7 him than the 
' HY name3/and: that which as to theſe things 
he. goth in general caution then, about; 
| That: they he not: as the Wer. - 
Fl ia thing exceeding « unto 
48: * is moſt like a Man, prac —.e2 7 
Y, all creataxes he. is mol deformed. . An 
14 Hypocrite.ig:af all others molt like a Saint, 
ce © - Þit:is notiz-and of all Sinners he is moſt 
a tateful..:He.{hall; not fiand.. before God, 
£ | but be baniſhed furtheſt from him: The 
3t & work, darkeſt, hottelt-placean Hell, is his 
apartment. ... God doth ſo much loath Hy» - 
pocrites, that-he doth not allow. his:Chil»  : 
dren:to reſemble them.: He would not have * 
* theta be Hypocrites:;. nay, he would not + 
have them to he a Hypocrites : Whenthoa - 
geſt Alms,: do act found a Trumpet as the 
Ipacritec av ;; Inſtead of letting the world, - 
So wax Scpevefbngy a mn : 
EY - EEE hand- . | 


” onde 8 
_ 2 WY _ 


1 Fi A Diſcourſe. of ChſersPri 7 
- handdeth-: When thow-prayeſt, thou ſhalt 
not be- as the Hypocrites are, for. they love 


|  to-prayanding. in the Synagogues :- They 
|  do-:notilove to do good, without having 


many Witneſſes of "the. good they do-;-As 
if. that Duty were- loſt from which chey.do 
not reap the-praiſe of :Men.. . When thou 
. falteſt, be not as the Hypocrites "of /a "fad 

_countenance : They. love to:put -on a ſour _ 
face; but.never look after nor. care for a; 


broken.and-contrite hearts; Thus our Lord i 


'and Matter would: not have his followers roi 
conform''to/ them3+:Do! not--faſhion' your 
ſelves like them 3 'get-notinto their mode i 
and dreſs, though it ſeemigreat- and hand» | 

ſome 3; Be ye- tollowers:.of God,” as dear 
Children;-in-all- things ;-Keep.us cloſe to 
him. as:ever you can; /-/Pult-on'the:Loxd Jes 


ſus, -be;-ye. cloathed: all | over:witk«Chrifts 


That as near as may be,i nothing but.Chriſt, 
and his Spirit; and. Vertes, may-be ſeerin 
you; but be not-like: the Hypocrites in any. 
thing: An Hypocrite' loſeth) all he doth ,. 
and. will be-chimfelf: xejeRed. + x; 


In the words which:we: have HS : 


conſideration, ;you turd;the dixe&ion which 


| ourSavibur givescongerning Prayer afters lf : 


[ ward; anexccllent:pattenn «© frame it_bys 
| B :; oe ; ari- excellent Rule...:#n;the- former. 

@. Gs "He had taken |  haches of: the-guile on 
6 'E mane: 


\ 


_ 


| 
4: Diſtaniſe o Cbſer "*__ ; 


© IB marinex of the Hyprerizer in- thoſe days, They, 

C loved to pray ftantling in tbe. Synagogues, and in 

y MW the corners of tbe. *ftreets, in open and fre- 

g quented places, where; they.were-fure- not 

Ss to fail of Speators and Obſeryecs of their. 

O Devotion,. wha would, -as-they hoped, tell 

u what they had feen, and £ry; them: up--as- 
d perſons eminent- for. their. Piety , though. 
ir. i that: was a thing of which- they had+'no 
a WM more than the ſhew,. - Thus they-had meer- 

d WW 1 air excexnal Religion, unto--the prattice 
of whereof; they, Were carricd out only.by-ex+ 

ut © terna}contiderations..'; It was ; nota Spring F 
de | within;but Wei eig ts without, thatſes-:their: _ 
d- dirs a going, - The end thar' they. inal, -: 
ar pond at, owas-20 he:ſepn of men, ha gem. 
to r y blight -x Name. 70bgain cre<: 
es Fogg ppl: ale,rand,be. accoudred) ſomes 
{t5 top nb Wibrte they knew them»; 
iſt; ſelves to-be no other than Cheats.: Chriſt: 
in I tells; us the-jfſuerhereof;.. they do not mils. 
ny WW the mark ,. but: cateh, what. they fiſh. fox; 
th, Yerily +bey hnwe their, reward, there, is none: 

- 1} to-come;; none;Jaid up. for them. mm Heaven. , 
zur I they/have Jic NOW;/4h this preſenc: ximeg- all; 
ich W that is good of itz Glory; buta vainglory's b 


a. Name, but nothing. elſe; they .get- an; 
elicem with. \gnbrage. men-;, who« are- LEE 
great Men, Who bur.ch w Bf SS [67 


FLIY 
WE | 


-6 * 4 Differ © Cloſors 
| | And let them have it, and bleſs themſelves _ 
|- in it: But thou who loveſt thy Soul, and ' 
| defireſt to be indeed a gainer by thy Refi- 
|| . gion, enter tho into #by Cloſet when thox pray- 
l oft 3 run not into a corner of a Street, birt 
fome nook or corner of theHouſe ; and thin 
#hor bat C not opened ey Caſemnent, birt ) | 
St thy door, pray to thy Father. 

We may Reon look-upon Chrifi, as i 
fappoling that all who call themſelves, ind y | 
wouls' be by others accoatited Chriſtians 
| do pray; that everyone who' counts'it his 
E or har ohne Grthd< armor | 
a= t | 
| And indeed itiis a goers 
Man t6 fay that he is aChriftian,and gt hve 
= Prayettc(s Life ; prone ory? of 
Holines given him, who doth not pot 
His Sou} unto God in Prayer; "Fe I ating on 
ſible to. find an Holy Devil iti Hell, as at 
_ Safit npon Earth. Par was no 

ef thrown to the ” he Grind; but we have: 

his Knees 3 no ſbon&'a Convert, © 

he a'Supplicant: Grace cannot poffibly be*. 
in that Man's heart , who lives without*. 
Prayer in-the World. _ Chrift takes it then”; 
for granted, that Diſci bes will pray ; when* 
|| they Sh do nothing gle, hey LES do that*?. 
L, If they be | in the furtherm rts 'of the? 
'F Exit,” ks 3 onus erd-up ry 


— 


” Diſc of Cloſer -Brojex. rY 


"YN to Heaven. thought the Bel] | zh 4 

5 » Þ Fiſb, in WA DIRE 10. be, pore io? : = 

Þ HAl.; yet thi HT Elva to —- 
'B look Any _ 0 then. - 


aS; I ay, our Savi Hal Tem ated, is 
ea hoſt who a> Hl Oi, and 
5 therefore here he on gives them counſel} 
'Y and advice for. the pic management of jt, 
that: they might. not ,- through ſame. 4 
mT | miſtake ,. loſe their. oO ſpend th 
£4 Þ breath to, no. offend the God 
7 whom they ſeek; SAY inſtcad of TENN 
Gy | 3 bleffing from him, pull down wrath and 
ts | © curſe upon, their own heads, | Do, not. 


JB you in yourPrayer fly fo low a pitch as. ta 
4 | make, eſteem with Men your cnd,. either. 
oþ the. Wye Or, 20 t. of your. end... Da 
> Y 20t aim-af. FANS 3 ſuppoſe. by th 
£ | cans you may ame, that, gain wilt - 
a} yot make you Ho ;z : Name you may a 
'- Y but ſuch an one- as will rot and iſh. 
great, noiſe you. may make in the W _----; 
+ {|| butic will be an, empty, found: And what; © 
We; will you be the Ed Conn + 

& popular breath ma) {well and puff you up; 
but it will. not raiſe -you any thing NEArey; 
"1. fo God: and Heaven, norblow you on any 
"i faſter to the Port of Glory. . It is no matter 
how. much. there is of privacy in your, 4 
Prayer, ſo that trig bg beincerity, pa 


KY ak 


7 FDIfuſe *O hier r_ 7 


Yoo; nor how ſecretly ir goeth up to God, i 
\ that it-doth not © go out of feigned Lips: | 
When others are” altogether for the Syna- 
| beucs and Streets, Do thou, O Chriſtian, 
- enter into 'thy Cloſet ,, or Chamber ,: arid 
fhur thy door about thee; do thou 'rake 
pleaſure in thy retirements. When no bo-: 
_ "dy ſees, thyGod doth, yea, and he loves; 
to ſee; and' when'no body hears, thy God. 
| doth; and-what' he heats, he' Fhes,; ; thy. 
Prayers, thy Sighs, thy Groans are his'Mu- 
fick: Only 1: cfire that this may be re- 
membred, That while Chrift doth here 
command and. enjoyn ſecret duty; it is not. 
___ of his purpoſe to'exclude'or take. 
m publick ; only he! wonld” ſhut out*: 
' and @pare Va _—_ and Pride from both. 
'That point of rine, which from hence 
Tos ſha} raiſe and diſcourſe upon, is this : 


| 7 Doti' Cloſe: FER Prayer, i is an ex- 
Y eient: and advantageous duty, which all; 
-.. the People: of Cod ought tobe very much 


- - the performance of; when you are alone, 


-- and have no_ body with you, then be yod 
;- -with God. At'a night, when, you are it* 
. Bed, commune with your hearts,” and be fil) 3; 
fam your cycs inward before fleep clofeth* 
"them 4 and before _you' go to Bed, ſpend: 


me time 'in ſeeking of, ane communing*. 
54 | : with > 
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© 4 Difeowſeaf Cloſet Pror: 9. 
, with your Gag. Take. your pages your: 
0 Friends. gg Tony vat Ur Rong peta 
Po gical away fr them, th a 'and your. 
21. | Cod maybe together. When uponan ex-- - 
3 preſs command given him by. God himſelf,  . 
= Abrabam went to offer up higonly and dear-- 
wo. 1 beloved Son Iſage, Genelis 22. 5: He ſaid- 
ves  199-bis. young \ mens, os wh with'the Aſs, 
od and. T and the. Lad wal £0. Fr pone er and. worlhip,.. 
| and come agen t to Jus... cared. that if they, 


My. went with him, they in be an' hibler.- 
0 ance-to-.him;..and therefore would not -ad-- 
_ 8, of. their. Company. ' So +let- worldly. 
or | - eulivels. be.Jaid afide, and-acquaintance (et- - - 


ke at @ diliance,. while you go by your. elves P 
"tO. perform, acts of Worſhi pol to. poug* | 
hY ut your requelts- into the boſome of” oe 
cel Heavenly Father. . . Think not that I ſpeak: 
| - Publick, Prayer ,  for.God: Toveth the : 
| ates "of Zion , and Chit e bling im the-- 
Golden Cand leflicks ; z when. ! us peopleare 
a i met together in.his. name, _ hewill be.in 
midſt of then. - [Nor-am. T for | your aftifig * : 
off Family, Prayer 3 there is.a Prayer 
T A in nero Span (29 l -2 
x calling tor Wxatn-to be ppured out by ? 
| wb | od. upon... the] Vow thele, Add fy | 
Prayers ought to ted; Ter th Tmenot 
be neglected.- So Prager is a choice P##t -: 
LY 5 pour work. {99> be 2 oy Wy. f Yor! want-- 


"$3 = ” j 5 


+ 'S 4 Diftowſed Cloſer Prijet... 
_— mg In the handling of this" point,” 
: four fre? 4 


- ee Fe, vals in Sid B ; this. Chris 
Rians duty z, a burthen laid upon us by God” 
himſelf. It is very much commanded ins . 


- theWotrd, and the Precept of it frequently; - 


xepeated , Matt. 2.6. 41. Watch. and” pray, .. 
| that ye enter: not into temptation '4 Theſſ 5. 
 (F+. Pray. without ceaſing. x Tim. 2, $7 

will that men. pray every mbere, without wratl. 
oz doubting, And in Matt. 18. 1.. Owr Sx- 


it ſpoke a parable to them. to this end, thas: 


E Hou wg price lar paring bums : 


having your Graces and ns ready 
and "ou ſhould be frequent in the Work. | 
| a picce of natural worlhip, the very. 
| have of oux Creation doth, oblige us to'it © 
|-- anc Pe t of Nature (though'it be now 

{ IFC all- exceeding dim , and like a. 
- Candle burat down. Wot the Socket ) hath. 
b- ne the Heathens themſelves to the 
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creatuxess. not only as Paints, os ale w 
S Men and:Women, . - lt is a pat of that bor 
[ "I mage which we ought to-pay to him, aswe- 
had our Being, from. mig Power, and as we: 
have that Being continued and: (weetned to- 
us by his Goo ls. *In.a word; It. is: 
acknowledgment of that-neceffary- 
and conſtant dependence we have upon;hima, + 
So that the Man or Waman who | th-vat 
- xray; .is no better than. at Atheik, beth-jm - 
Heart and _ -He CIS beets calf _— _ 
who caſts off Prayer, Pſi. 1:4. I. oof. 
firlt ſaith in his heazt, *1beve | 27 mods: andi 
then you fmnd:-in-verſe.3,;4- 'Thathe doth nt 
ſeek God, nor call uUPOR. him. Let :Mes: \ 
_ and Women make never iſo great and fair 
2 profefion, attribute to: thamſelres-what 
they will, and lay their-claim ito as menyr 
os | glorious Names aud Titles as ri 1 
ry 
ts" theirProfeſfion is-no better than a Lye3:thale: 
by Names and Titles do :not at-'all. \belang-6@»> | 3 
i them z and. theReligion vato-which-: way; - ; 
th. © pretend, is no other 1than a lifcleſs 
ic 
= 
IC 


which God, when tic aw ; will maſt: | 
certainly deſpiſe, in caſe they. ive without: - 
. this excellent [duty You; may-1edll and} | 
count. 'them Atheiſts, avithout:cþ doiug them © 
any. injury. . Thoſe chat:live without Prayet- - 
ivahb World, are ge eres and hor 
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2 A\Diſconrſe of Cloſer-Projer. 
ths Wed as God in: this World, 
may eafily know with whorm thi y ſhall live 
in that World which is tocome. 

+ Some may be apt- to think it a thing im»: 
poſlible for any - Atheiſts! to be found in-Lon+ - 
dont, where" there'is fo. much Knowkdg, 
fuck plenty 'of Means, -fach- a great and - 
gotious Light ſhining z-bur t fear, if there 
were an enquiry made. it would plainly | 


I appear there are more of them than we do 


imagine 3; yea,”F am not'in the leaſt afraid 


_ affirm, thatin this famous City there-ave | 


the greateſt and'vileſt Atheiſts in the World: 
*Fhe-Eord himſelf faith, 1/2.:42. 14. Who tis. 


Vluid-but my ſervant ? or bet as - my meſſenger * 
that F ſent ? Whois blind as He that is perfedt; + 


- orbiind as the Lord's ſervant * Asit he ould 


Have ſaid, ' There isino-reaſon to wonder at - 


| - Xhe ignotance and blindneſs-whick isamon ng. 


the Heathen who live in the idark places 


| the Faith, when there is {ich blindneſs 2+ - 


|- - mong my Servants, - both. [Prophets .and 


People , who have their habitations ina + 


j | Rand of- =p ty a Valley of Viſion. There # 


lind;,” as*thoſe who axe blinded * 
by ohegr and: have their Eycs put out by + 


are none fo 


| chav- very light by which. they . ſhould ſee: || 
| . None- fo blind as. thoſe that will: not: ſees; ©7 


none f© 1 norane as thoſe that will not 4 


| Magn and-lnow. Fin Mea :dowrkckodly | 


 ADifionſe of Chſer-Prajek. 13 .* 
ſhut their: ownzeyes, andithery God,dothriy | 
juſt judgment: put; them.gatc:{e.:65-9.; Goy * I 
and tell this People, Mean ye- En: but uoders 
ſtand -not 3 ſee: ye indeed, but. pereeive-not 3 make 

the beart of this People fat , and make their. ears © 
" beavy, and:ſprttbeir eyes + : leſs they ſee with thei © 
exes;; and hear with their ears, and wndexftand 
with their hearts,; and convert and;be healed,.:: + 

But know-thatin the fiſt place 3 remems 

ber and contider it. ' Prayeriss abſolutely your 
duty: charge it upon your ſelves, and make 
conſcience. of; minding and doing 1 It-; you 

are obliged to- it both. as you. are Chriſtians - 
2nd Creatures; -it is a part of your realonas © 
ble ſervice: and.,your ,negle& of-it willne-'/ 
yer. diſcharge and. deliver, you from your 
engagement; to it. If you do.not pay.it; 

e Debt gogs on 3 the Sin increales-z .and/ 
bs great a, ſum will. it at, laſt amgunt to | 
pen y:day that you: pals without your Mam: 

and Evening, Sacrifice, you do:.: felonies 
d ily rob God 0 that glory which is.dae ty - | 
bis/Name, and wickellly tranſgrels the- Law + oj 
tyour-Creations.,: Wn 
2; Secondly, As. Prayer i it {elf is Gann Bo Wo 
loa Avg: to pray. is your pike 
ge. , lis God's mercy, and; your;happin 
is,” thatſhe gives youleave:to. knock at his 
and:lie 'begging there. . Sit down- 
ae aud pauſe alittle, and Las mu 


|| . fora poor contemptible Worm-ts have the | 


14. | 4 Difeomſeef Choſet-Proyer. 


__ with your ſelves, /how great a matter it is; 


Ear of the Infinite and Glorious. God: open . 
to\its cry : for you; who are no better: (as. - 
Abraham freely acknowledged) than -dutt . 
and, aſhes, to os the door of Grace open» - 
ed-to you, and leave to approach, and make-. 
your application tothe Majeſty of Heaven, : 
and toſtate your caſe to him, and to ſpread 
all your Ydelares before him, and to pour out - 
your requelis and groans into his Boſome at. 
any time, and as often as you pleaſe, ſothae 
you -cothe in' a-right manner', and behave-| 
your {elves with a becoming, xeverence, and ' 
godly fear. Converſe and Communion, | 
with God was the happineſs of innocent 
Man. So long as our hivſt Parents periified. 
in that pure and-perfedt fate in which-they 
were created, they OG of God tes 
 rejpycing , contemplate his Glory 'with:de- 
, and walk with him. as Friends: - But 
this was forfeited and Hoſt by the Fall; 
Sn, [at Ks-firſt entry, broke that haxmony ; 
it cloathed God with terror, and Man' wid, 
fhamie 4 his confidence was gone, and hor- 
zor'took-its-place z. fothat inflrad-of Rilbwy 
ſhip with God, man fed from him, - 
would have hid, had-he known how, at q 
where, "Lin preſently ered u-midelc 
ef partition. betyreen: them, - It-would haw 
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been fatal to-man, and as much as his life | 
was worth,"10 have adventar'd /in his lap- 
ed are rats the preſence of God; 'whotn © 
he had hi provoked, had there not 
been help l upon” one that is' mighty; * _ |; 
and the gracions 'interpofition of a | powerful | 
and preval Mediator. ©  / 

' God is in hinſelf a devouring 'fite, and 
everlaſling burnings. © How: then is it fafe 
for rhaf1 to. approack to him, or. to dwell 
with him, ſince he'is of a platant Plant be-- 
tothe no- better than a Briar; a Thar, dries 
8 Scabble, fit for the burnin > how: well - 
S might guilty Sinners call (wi chem in the 
6th of the Revehitions, V. £6. ). to the Monn» 
Kzins and Rocks #6 fall vipon thews., and bide 
them from the face of bim that firreth The- 
Throne ? But the” beloved and de teffed: 
Son of God, in a moft Feorag' ;compliarice 
with, and” purſuance” of his. Father's will, 
juth 1eftoreI' amo may! frealioin of areas 
w God.. Jus. Chrift, "thooph He kiew - 
falt wett how grezt the attempt was; own 
kow much it woult fiznd hin fn. a 


kd lat Fo BY 
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" =_ life 16 his hand; ant engaged his.he 

wa Laid ery ; ar being ow 

nb ig tos, 416 ornate. Fo '% oin ae | 
ob 20nt 35: we" lh, +rvet40 his very Throns,. 


E: as; 4 Diſcontſe of Cloſet-Broyer. © 3 
boldueſ; to enter,into the _ holieft by the el 
Feſws, by a new. and living way, which he b 
conſecrated for us through the veil, that is to fe 


- "bur fleſh... Ghrift entred into "the holick gf 


all,” he, entred in triumph. 2s one that ha 
conquetcd all his Enemies 3 He entred with 
joy a5 one that had finiſhed, the. work, - and 
fate down, at the; right ;hand of God,, to 
take there his. everlaſting _ and (as:yau 
haye.it in the gth- of the Hebrews, v.12.) Hi 
entred. not: by the blood of Calves and Goats, bu 
by bis. own blood... He carried that along with 
him, 2nd now by that Blood we may ety 
ter 00, We may enter? with fafety, there; i 
DTodangcr for a.gfacious perſon, a believing 
Soul : - Though the Throne ,of God be 3 
Throne of Glory,yet is it a Throne of Gracy, 
 aMercy-icat , that hath a Rain-bow rouny 
ar LH, and. becauſe we enter with Jafag 
"big fore we Pa Dus 1 with, boldneſs, both } 
th afreedom 9 ſpcech, telling God all t} 


' inourhearts;. and with-the full aſlurgng : he 


of Faith, as thoſe that ſhall find mercy @ 
race: to accept ,; and help in time of. nec 


ow if that any of you. do..not valiie 
Bt Ivilege ; at'an Nc k + He: pr. not care 
improve, It, an Ma 6 LIC NOWR 


hath been pu 
pers 5 you Neal yery ly zngen 
. well. confider the incliing 
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A'Diſcourſe'of Cloſet-Pthhey, ty 
coſt, *and* you offer a moſt vile and-wreech” 
ed affront to'the preciqus Blood of 'Feſar,” as 
if it were an-unholy thing; -of no more ex- 
cellency than that of a Beaſt, 'a'commoniand* 
ordinary man; 'or- of a guilty and: dezth- 
deſerving Othnicats <5 #919 236ST 

3: Thirdly, AW the forts of holy Prayer 
are to be made vſeiof, Eph. 6.18: Praying” 
always with all prayer in the Spirit, and watech- 
ing therrunto with' all pyſeverance, andl ſupplied: 
tion for all Saints; Your" Prayers muſt be if 
the Spirit: that is, with your Spirit ; *Prayer' 
muſt not only be a Lip-labour; but the 
work of the heart'; the words 'in Prayer are 
but” the carcaſe of the duty 3 "the fervour- 
and heat of the AﬀeCtions, are the'life and: 
fouFof'cit * *and/alſo'it muſt be with the Ho- 
ly Spirit, whoſe' work it is to help his peo- 
ples Infirmities, and to make'interceflion-in 
them: Prayer muſt be by the influence and 

*SMafiftance of the Divine-Spirit, and with the 
WW bcat and'carneſine(s of our own: {pirits: fo+ - 
""IM'lhien We are to pray in the- Spirit; or, -as* 
TY jd faith, in the Hily Ghoſt : and: happy- 
"they who have not fallible men- to- make 
"IWcheir Prayers: for them, but the Spirit of 
Godt bur there are two'other Expreflions 


FW the forementioned 'Scriptave we ought to- 


Make a little notice of:  * Praying) always, Do. 4 
Pot underfand: it as'if 'you: were'to berday” 


- 
; \ 
F 
_ 
o 
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od. rug at it; as noche whe | 
of your duty , ry a you haye a-great dcal. of. 

ather-work £0 gt a h muſt _be carcfully, 
bv 7 and e the Ociginal iy 


— Us mw}i x9468 * mall. Ss in every; 


fit-and proper ſeaſon for. prayer : .in every 
condition into. which Providence cafts you, 
and..upon- every occaſion (that calls for 'it if; 
The atherExpreſtion moſt pertinent. to ou p : 
preſent buſineſs, is, Haxdorns, ©e90Wons-X) dliky 
ox6%e with all prayer and. ſupplication, kc. with, z 
ordinary. prayer , and with cxtraordinargit 
too, that which hath faſting joined with i ic: 
private prayer and publick too z ejaculato, 
ry preycr, when the Soul fallies out on ; 
ſudden unto God, gives him a vitt, and a 
way, knocks at his-door; /puts-in hed 
Petition, and'is ra axed pls q | 
 ged-about ſome other buſineſs, and canuowhi 
thay: and alſo compoſed Prayer, in which 
the- Soul faxeth and. . abides. ſome wy 
derable time cw God : Family-praycr, 
and Cloſet- 3 Prayer . in conjune 
with ot wn Fe alone by our (cles | 
e may, and maſt, make. uſe of all t 
kinds of Prayers as opportunity. offers, 
1 do require.. But to. come 'morg 
F cloſe to the matter/in-hand. # 
| 4. Fautbly, Secret Prayer is a duty i 
cunbent on Chriſtians. ' Now that 1 : 
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A Diſcomſe of Clſer-Prapar. ny 
oy himſelf, and makes his requeſts known” 

"ro God. When being fequeſired from all 

WM compariy: whatfoever, and withdrawn from 
This neareſt and: deareſt Relations, his mo 

Wfamiliar and intimate Friends, and by Kimi 
"WW Wclf in a moſt cloſe and private retirement,he 

iſends"out his Soul upori' the wings of holy 

+ Wand fervent deſires, and hbours with all his 
"*Woracioas preſence; and; to: obtain of ins 
"Thoſe favours and bleflings of which-hefinds © ; 

*W (cnfible want, either in-whole, or in-part- + 

"Wc is that by which he knocks at the gateof 
 icaven, and gocth into the Holieſt of ally 
7 " ad "gives his*' heavenly: Fathet a” vidio 
Or fack as thanner as that nd body may! 
Tow: of it; Not that he's afbamed/'bf 
0 Shathe doth; for he is free to own: God: 
cor his Sovereign Lord, Chriſt for his dear” - - 
uy beloved,” Prayer as: bis duty and:work;: 

*Wefore al} tie World; thoggh he! be re< 
nM Sproached, ſcorned ard maligned-foritz bur 
cogecauſe he would - avoid the ſuſpicion-of a: 

IF barifajcal vain glorious Spirit, and alfo that: 
"might get as far as ever he can, (out of 
"F< reach 'of Impediments and - Diver-> 
_ ons : He cnters: ifito! his Chamber, and®. - | 
ur hcre ſhuts his Door upori him; that fo he? +} 
"ig fhuc out all that would interruptand” -7 
; ” 97% EY | ifturb - 4 
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20 1Difcourſe df Cloſet Projer. | 
diſturbs that fellowſhip with his God which i 
he+hath»{o: often found-ran- incothparable 


© ſweetneſs in; /as that he counts it his Heaven 


upon Earth; 'At other tnmes-he will make 
. Eene:of "the great Congregation, aud go ta 


' the Houſe of God with the voice of joy and praiſe] 


- with a multinude' that keep boly-day, Pal. 42; 
4. he loves the Gates %* Sion, and to-bebold if 
- #he. beauty. of the Lord, and to enquire 'in bis 
' Temple, Plal,27. 4 andalſothe knows how! 
to'g0 out,' 2s ae did; into the Fields to; 
meditate ;3-ahd in the night feaſon:totbe-a# 
broad; and conſider, with David;: the Heas 
vens, "which: are the works of God's: hand 
the; Moon. andthe Stars-which he hath-creaxtW 
ted; and ſo'take ſome: turns:in an holy fel 
lowthip ; and;:as Encb:didy:watk with Godi i 
 k:fort he be removed Gani/hence, and tad} 
' Keniup:to the-habitation of his-Holineſs and 
Glory,- the Chamber of- his+ prefence;; and' 
in;thefe Walks: be tmds bis heart 'warmed;'Þ 
and an holy:fire-kindled, - and.then' returns? 
with chat;burnihg- within him ;; then - he! 
ſpeaks: with! His: —_— and: ſents up-af 
pure-flame of carneft {upplications.”. .'% 
:-Gonhdent 1 an, "The: excellency of this! 
courſe: will not ber in the-lealt queſtion'd by* 
ahy :who'believe there'is. a-God, and -ownl 
| that abſolute  and;-neceffary dependenoe:j1 
{ Which both-as Creatures ;and peak wel 
: (17 ave 


he. %) 


F ADifcoutſe of Ciofet-Prager. 2+ 
ich © have upon hin, and; who-havc afny ſenſe of 
ble I Religion upo theirSouls: yea, I believe itwill 
ven be acknowledged a duty by many, yer; many 

WY of thoſe who yet do not themlclves: live-in 


ake Not. ' n 
) i the performance of-it : there 'hath ſuch-a_ 


clear light: ;broken -in» upon;them,:.as hath 


A convinced itheir -Judgments ; .though that 
14 {conviction hath not had pawer enough.up- 
hs © on their wills, as to. bring; them to the pra» 
ow: Aice of it. And for my-own. part,; I danot 
to know. fo much as the ſhadow -of a-xcaſon 


; as Why: it: fhould. be. queſtion'd,-and madera. 
point of contxovethie 4. ThisI dowith a fuls 
nels of. perſuahon aſſert,,- That if there be 
any. ſuch thing,-in-.the- World as a duty, 
which-we'owe to God ;; fecret Prayer. 'is!ſo, 
And-1 do add. this, withing -thoſe. { into 
whoſe: bands this. lictle/ Riece! ſhall come) 
Criqaſly co:thiok of. itz. 4hoſe _perſonsoAbas . 
do-npt: anake; conſcience hero ,-let-them * | 
F make never ſo great a noilg;:do-mderth | 
cel make conſcience of -nothings;--Heyis; nat a 
Fire Ghriſtian that is not? a-through-Ghrj- 
{Efiiap;;.nor-he areal Diſciple that;hath, not's 
-{Yoorgial reſpediito; all thas Ehrifkcommandsd 
is Pub 3-a0d I Giallipot! at all y/oader.tofee - 
- Mor:hear: that main is xemils,and; careleſs and 1 
negligent; ini other thihgs, for: which at.pres  ”, | 
Rt lie pretends-a zealyiand at the longran © © 
iff wthrowaip al. ;Le8's aq I wall; yenture - © 
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oe thing; turther-; He that 

To yg lk God when he /is alone, 
hatle ino- _— to- promiſe himſelf God 

gracious mee h him when he is i 
Coinpanyy | bur. —_ you-will exclude, and 
- ſeGod our of your Chamber: and.Cloſers, Nl. 

. you will-not to /your.comfort, ' though in- 

deed youtmay- to/your' cerrour, i find him ji 

_ the Congregation. The only ching which] 

thall do more- in the dodtrinal/part, wilth 
to-prove the Point z and+iniorder thereun 

- to ſhall endeavour with all: convenient br6 


\'!Þ-ibegin with. the Fanwer w# <boſe.. 
vate orſeoxet P —_ is 2 great duty, » 


> &ithac calle hens, De 
- .- be itnuch-iy the-perforinance of; For 
evidencing; of this co:you;/'4-ſhall _ dow 
thoſe-four things: © 75 1h 4 008 
Tx Fart, 'SeoretPrayer was the DFaCHICE w 
. our bleſſhd Lord: Jeſus 3 as 'he:carne-into-thif {| 
'_ * World toiredeemius, 6 to dire& us:; ul 
: eg yn 7, tory Sacrifice, do bi;; 
bk: AIM was a-leading i He as: mall; 
bo Drs ave. papers 0 after: whidlF 
= pct yy agd'that'miok qxat'4 al * 
perfat Pattern ," without blemith of « | 
— Gocnitation wheveot Wear obſged tot Ku 


4 Diſunſ of Chjer-Priger. + ES 


/ and endeavour, 'arid that to'onrutm 
' we mult lead his Life as near as ever we can; 


and tread in his ſteps, for that is to'foot fe 
right ; and we mult ſhew forth his virtnes;. _ ©; 


there muſt be an impreſs of them upon'oux 


GY diſpoſitions and converſations. The ame - 


Ins "mind ought to be in ws that was in him, Pbil. 2. 


5 Then is a Chriſtian in his beauty and 


Jory, when he is cloathed with Chriſt, and 
ſhines with the beams of Chriſt. 
- Now Chriſt was very much in the work 
of ſecret Prayer, and exceedingly frequent 


at it, How did his perfeQly pore and 


precious ſoul delight to 'be on the wing, 
and mounting up to his and our Father in 
"TY his recefſes ? He did not only teach his Dif- 
*3Y0 <iples to pray, giving thetn in This Chapter 


TY a moſt excellent pattern for them'to draw 


theirs: by; nor did he only y pray with them, 
5 Maſter of the Family ; but he likewiſe did 


taſyand many a time pray by. himſcFfalone; = 


a great deal oftner than we do, 'or avy in 


4: the fg tot pot "did "know, of 3 but ſore- 


hath been i Aer the Di- 
nided the Holy Penmen) 


ini the Sacred” 'Scriprure, : 


"and obrtahe Miride of por 
d Men, beki e Women ang 
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VE-LOAVES , and; two. iſhes: Be ſent the I | 
Malci __ AY 3.,A0d, fot. being (atisfied 
Sik. ther. ence, along ne, he. would have, by Ke '& 

: very Diſciple ::go-by_ Ship. to the other. Hh © rs 
4h faid, be. conſtrazued them to g9. « *.. poor: © : 
. hearts! they loved him, dearly , and nol 
where enjoyed, them(clves. ſo wel} as they Þ yh 
. did when they; were in: - his. company, ang - 
therefore;they Were loath to leave him; 
he would have. it lo, he order'd: and o 
manded:them to be. gone 3, but. what: was 
the: matter 3 ? what did. our Lord do wt ' 
they were all. gone ? -Thae. Text tells you! 
- He, apent up into a; mountain __— 7] Prove 
when tbe evening. Was come: be wait 
He had his Father with him, Ty Gabe 
a ulicage of the heavenly. Dealt, : 
; Angels attcuding and VO 
dy, llc; none of the ſpills 
puch 25 one. fir "Difiple. me 

w + #7 YOU oo think, LLIOUL v6 f # th TI #(| nor 
it was far othcryrile; with Chit, than WY ae 

BY MIDAE be of, x us. He had. Oy Er man 

and; over his. mins and. he "I f--: 
FO 145; mg thew . 
AIOI 


ne in © 
| Wh 735 Pf Phe Witnout tnElihe ac 
OBA OTA as angFing 
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rd chow be be De om a PEAT YES: _ 
; by. biel. when he . prayed.aunto. his - .* 
| Farher:3-ca6d ſhall: not. we: go:and do \hkes 
wile SETAC which:;Ghrikt did, was yer © 
| well, dope: oY gu :haveangther, Scripture . | 
wiichholda out the-ſame, anderofers to anoy 
ther- tiow!,.- when He: had Jiraled Simon's 
S Wife's: Motherih who: lay. fick of a. Fever, 
| und many othersthatwere diſcaled, and had —=— 
: cf:0Ut-manji Devils: _— go at | $4 
an Fre pre | 
ney coriepbaeg 


depdries inta.8 ſdbtt 

; Eng. 
| chaſe I : coxners: + dapiagr the-Streets;iplacesigh” 
fl concourſe z 26; into: tlitAbbeys andGathes 

J 9131s, and thi tyow willfce thom tby a Pilt 

J kr atthordevgnign; but Chrit choſeſolis 

; tarinels, ſapps ney 8) deſert; langlyplace; > 
= whtre:there) was no body i, thee he: lowed 

Y to-imcot cli: Fatbes, Take: buc ons;Text' | 
pore z; 'whicliyolu have: in Take 22394 40s - 
; Me cawcont, od weeds, as the nf 8 Inn 
: Hof liner, and bis: Piſciples fo 
| ms when, be nes-odme; to the places be joel — OY SE | 
. r 4 Pray rtlesd-3þ unter pt Into temaptatiis; 
« Ki he;ſtt them £6; their-work.;: _ knew 
it the Devil; wanld quickly be 4t© þ 
work, and 'Gheiſt:would have his Diſaiply 

be at their work: tirlt,. We axe Ne katie 
gt, SAI Somes and inlets. 


{; 
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CT weas coming, : tn W Aa 7 Hnrel 
_ them lay vp-Prayer againſt that hour; wary, ; 
Satarr tempr? chieh-d -you -pray's- chus' heh 
| '(erttath-thein'ar Ayork!: if ty you ak v 
'. * Chriſt didthendochimielf? 'I-anfiver;!. a ; 
_ © may be fure he was not idle'4 what heibi4 
them do; he did.;. but he did-it aldne's)iF : 
was withdrawn from thent about @ ſtones ca Yond þ 
knteled down and" prayed.” />"This,was.Cl | 
wont, "as" to goto the'? unt. of: 


_ to-getaloneand pray;\ nothavingſo much: 
. any of his Diſciples. with: his: | Tow is:not. |: 
_ This a plain: evidence ofithe ching ?-and- ſhall " 
not this.be a prevailing motive with you” ſ 


In my ma, mY practice of 'Chriſt aide | 
erful a ent” Argument: with all | 
choral therefalves bw Ge 1712 53, 0 
"2, Secondly, The people-0Geu 1 their |! 
E- "Gaverat Ages and Generations have raken 
+. * the ſame courſe, and walked. im the ſame | 's 
> Way -I mean, all thoſe whoſe hearts-have 
- been upright wich God ;+ _—_—— 
. their:Souls have: beenito his-name,'.and the i 
_ remembrance of him; ang agnpe ts" 
_ him Fawob was a plain man, but: a gre: 
_ wreſtler , afid *very- famous-for- his $kill þ 
In-that holy and excellent: Art; ans; crany | of 
| Ed he was withadwirable ſuc: s, He owreſtied | 
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he. got. a lameneſe ,. mich. he carte 1 


bim'to; Ts Ne eg he got a F:., 
which kept him company. i Si the .oth br | 3 
World, "and he” "was alone Af .the_ 'work : 4 


þ Gn. 32:22, FI Td Ke be Froes. ang 


his two Wamen-ſervamts, and his eleven Sons, 7 4 


"and ſent them aver. the Braok'; and being 1s 


.alone,, be wreſtled with the Angel till the- break, 
of a9 © it 1s, by the way; fd. . there way 
a man wreſtled with him-who was no ather 
than'the Lord Chrift, who. faith Þr. Light- 
foot, fought'to kill him for PR nee Þ 
forhis ſending a Preſent to his Brother-Eſaw, - 
before he had, according to his Vow, ' paid +: 
the Tythe to God: 'But be thathow it will, 
this 15 plain,” He prayed, wheo he was.alone 
then he wept, and - made fuppli ION, 
When that Rebeccab had conceived, andthere 
were Twins 'in her Womb, "which 'te 


| ſtruggling, God thereby ſhewing that C on 


tention which would afterward be between | 
them: and It BL faid', Gen, 25, 22, oh Pe} | 
thereupon - enquire "of. the Lord £9, 


. according to he: "Opinion of- DG {ec 6d. 
- *. "Men, was by conſulting! of ſome Prophet 


but I rather” think, Aw mg to. ec udg 


ment of othe 8 E. uy 4p 7 her fe TN 
God immediacely.. an ed, of 


ired 6f Riker if A $f of. f Sebtet Pr: Pray : 4 
And thar it Was! TN , ſeins: to: "be; ev evident 
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' fron be + 21 k Sb on which" ety as. the 
tac AR an wer from ' "God. Himſelf ; The - ! 
i dens: Aon are Fr thy womb; ; 
Nati tions : ate wb manncr I 
. ſe Chr po thy bowels ; lo | 
'the good phnons alone-to pray and - 
"$58 5B We do allo read in Gen. 25. | 
22, "That 4braham Maned a Grove. in Beer- 
- theba, and. 9 be git; on. tbe Name of the | 
42, t Like . He ſingly, and 
tel. ongthan A th, that Grove was _. 
of Fiuit-rrees which. did 
-ytford both what was pleaſant and grateful } 
[| to the taſte, and 4 comfortable refreſhing 
F-- al lo ar hot | Cope -but that: is on- : 
Jewiſh -.1 radi tlon - . Phis we learn, 4 
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ney hep 6 Nod 8 inlng 29 bf alone, © 
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. the practice of theſe] acious perloris}whoſe 


ld adi in Bs os ner ant. aa. 


Maſter, hath 'direced-us to this practice, 
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lem, and be remote From: Me Compainy 2nd 
SpeRators : fo that you lee whar hath bon | 


Names: ftand: upon Tripture-record; and'F - 
dare fay , all the Saints who'have been 2G 0 
quainted'with God , have been familiar rly- 
acquainted wirh: chis work too'; and pow [ 6 
ſay, Do you go and do the fame; and .in- 
-this be ye, as. well as-in. othex things, "Rs": 4 
lowers of them; conſiderin the. moſt hux $ 
Py end of their holy converſation, bw 
' 3. Thirdly, Tere inahxprels and ſpediz 1 - 
nag that binds this upon, you as 5 nz 2 
__ 'Qur dear 16h Precious Jeb ſis, wha - 
hath: bought us, and fo is oux Lord and 


=. 
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and in plain terms required it at-our hands: 
for the prodf of this, we will go no further, --: 
br. weneed no more than the Ken s- fore _ - 
5 Thex, when thou rage, | 
FS and. when thou _baſt. ors! 
as clole and_'private* as- be canft, VN | 
thou Dui {ſo > Sons, as thitno- body y care Nees : 
at thee, then pray t thy Father. 101d you - 
RET and. dike it Hou = with, es 


3 
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cauſe it.may be profitable for you, to rex at . 
It, and tell you again, That our Lord. clus E 
doth ſuppoſe thee to be one that Rareth F 
God,. and that makeſt Prayer thy. bufineſs 3. : 
He takes it here for granted, that the new / 
Nature thou haſt received, will a& like. je 
ſelf ; and therefore though he doth.in other. . 
i places command you todo it, yet.He doth - 
| tot do ſo here, but ſuppoſerh it; and ſure- 
| 
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at is a man of ſenſe and wiſdom, will bea 
man of prayer. He that doth not pray, is 
a, Mad-man. 'He hath not the underſtand- E 
- Di of man; he doth not a& according, fo; | 
the dictate of his own zeafon, which, if 
conſulted, would certainly put him upon ir, 
25 a thing highly due to God, es 
way advantageous. Pw, [manl. Chriſt there-: 
_ fore doth here .ſtippoſe you do pray: and | 
therefore doth 'only.. dire&/ you as' to the *| 
© manner, and that in \ tilxDos particular. ' 
And I do likewiſe defire you to obſerve, s 
That our Lord Jeſus doth here ſpeak in the {# 
'Second Perſon, Singular, Thox, in the ſame . \ 
 Janguage, with the ſame particular-ap eye F 
_ tion, and awful Majeſty, as the Ten ] 
Iments were given forth : thus ol pw 
- know they runz Thou fealt o__ no other Gods - 
* before me 5. Thou ſhalt makg 0 1 by elf no gre : 
ven Image ; Thou ſhalt not nt the name of the 
Lord 2} 


5 } 2044 man that is himſelf, doth pray. He 
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Y A Piſco Chſet-Proger. 34 2} 
" Enrdthy Godvinvain ; Remember that thou keep 
holy the Subbath+day.::S$0- here;\ Thou: when © 

thou prayeſt,, Chrilt would have-every 'one- 
that nameth his Name; that takes-upon hims - 
the-Profeflion: of - being one -of his Peoples 
to. make = particular/:application. of this to )... 
kimſelf, .and to look: iupon this: counſel as _ - 
given;: and this charge as laid upon: hin 
Thou, Thomas, when thou prayelt, :do this;s - 
'and thou -Fobn , when thou: prayeft ,/ dot * 7 
this 3 and ſo, thou Mztthew, and':thou; Anus © -: 
drem-;:and ſo eyery one'that was:then-alive; 
or that ſhall, live/1n any. 'Age Or: place of. the 
- World. It is ſpoken'ito you, and toime;  : 
and to all : do-thox: enter. imo-thy. Cham"  : 
ber}, tbo alone; and. thut: the door upow 
thee, - not. upon others: with, thee, -but-ypor, . 
thee, and. ſo pray unto; thy. Father z-get:av.. 
Line, faith Chriſt, and;pray alofie:-doitwhem - 
there is no body by,: none to ſee thee; none 
. to overhear thee. God and an holy:Souk :; 
are very good company , when it goes out: --: 
BM with tcars,. and: he-meets- it with ſmiles: * 

BY when. it draws up its Confeſſions, and he: 
ſeals its Pardons : it breathes-out: holy-de-i 
fires and longings,. and; he affords. it graci-:+ -* 
ous anſwers, and in them fatisfations-: it _ 
ſtates its caſe, tells its Diſcaſes; open, its.. - 
Sores, ;and. he applies ealing and: healing: 
remedies. In a word, When the Soul-fxes: -- 
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its: Sacrifice, ind hen. io. oh holy: flam&” 
- thereof the bleſſed Angel of the Covenant. 
_ doth-wonderfully. It is oftentimes: good. 
. for the Saints'ro go one with anothes into. | 
© the preſence of their” Father y. they have 
dew ih called-upon to firive together in pray- | 
er, and thatin Family'dutics, or:in publick, ' 
| Ordinances, or /in "caſes of 'common'con- ' 
cernimerit ; -bur there is no Chriſtian, who 1 
| hith-not his own wants; and his own. pre(- 
- fates; and his own bitterneſſes; arid upon - 
_ theſcaccountsii tis beſt for:himto/go-alone : 
' and thoucanſtnot tell,O holySoul;whar tpe- 
Il cial favourGod may ſhew thee, what itoken | 
8 < of love he may'par' into" thy hand, when- | 
_.. there is no body by. When difconſolate -1 
Hannab had MO AIRING Key plants; S 
Ing greatly alone, pouring; out FN os re. 
rats/and prayers. before: the Lord,” ſhe had. | 
an-impret uporrher Spirk; fach a meſ- | 
> of peace whiſper'd to her, as made her 
at heart,” ard on « fudden-dried up att 
Her: L_ fo thatihey ebrttenahice was- no more . | 
Thou; if thou-chpageſt #1 this work * 
in hike uprighenels, 'mayit believingly. and! !! 
| . - omforedtiy expe@- the ſlame im Gods time. 
- However, ſt this down with thy-ſelf,-and 
\. a accordingly , That Secret Prayer is thy- * 
© udqueſtionable duty by vitue of a; DNNE S 
Command F\ 
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So, TO OOO CS. Sy EIS a Wa” No OY ; 
' 14 1 Difconſeof ChſerPrigers * 
” Aaild ye not "ve ap houſe of Cedar 7 From * 
 Whence, faith Peter Martyr, we learn, that 
David failed in attempting ſuch a thing, 
- | when he had not a word for it from God, 
; from whomche ought to have.cxpected and 
- waited far a peculiar command , as to the.” 
-- thing, and.time, and place. | Thoſe that 
- mun'on ſachErrands as. God never fent them 
= 00; and preſume to-do ſuch works as'God 
| _ Hever ſet them about; or will ventare to 
* ' do his work in a way of their own, cannot * 
*_ - With any ſhadow of reaſon expe& x rewart: . 
- from his hand, let them get one where they 
-." can: Why ſhould God-pay them for doing -} 
|, that which-is none of his work, 'or for do-. 
-- ing it after their own faſhion ? Nadab and 
-- dbiby did the work'of God in offering In- 
| cenfe, butthey didir after their owr- faſhion, | 
- in making uſe of travge fire,and it colt them - 
| >their lives; they found God not a bountiful 
- -Rewarder, but a dreadful Revenger. When 
| Promiſes are made by God toany thing,they © | 
-- do plainly ſpeak that-thing; to which thofe 
* Promiſes are made, a duty. Now we tind 
- here in the Text a great and gracious pro- - 
- miſe made by our Lord Feſis to fecret 
- Prayer: Do this, faith he, when thox prayeſt,”. 


|” enter into thy chamber, and ſhut thy door aboxt | 
' . ther; ſtudy all _poſſible-privacy and” retire- \ 
| gent; "1ct wo body know of that which _ 
bE Wn I pea eas _thow 
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thou gel ND if chou nds help it; 40. ; I 


It & puny i feeres.1 ;. there is Chriff om.” bs 


ſel, and it muſt needs be good, becauſe'g 
ven by him,” in whom are all th 


name is Wonderful , Counſellour :: now take- 
with .you the Promiſe arinexed to this -: 
Counſel. Thy Father, which ſeeth in ſecret, 
ſhall reward thee openly. God will not" ſend; © + 


one fingle Petitioner empty from. his Throne . 


of Grace : though thou goeſt begging, yes. 
thou ſhalt return rejoycing. Abraham, the -- 


© Father of the Faithfal, had bowels: of com-' 


pation . yearning,  over--his wicked Neigh- ' 
bours 3 he. prayed in ſecret for hlthy Sodom. 


© There was. no body to: back. him in chat 
- Suit , nor to plead: together with him. ; 


that: City-was indeed ſo+bad, that he was- 4 


| both aſhanied and afraid to appeer as irs ©? 


Advotate: for. 'them ,. and therefore he. did * 7 
more than once deprecate. the Divine dif> - 


_. Plealure'z. Ob let-not the. Lord be angry © "yer 3 


obſerve how mighty the was with God. |: 
He lifted up prayer after prayer , and God 


_ condeſcended to him again. and again. - Sine } 


gleand ſolitary Abrabam had ſuch a great L 
uitereſt and fuccels, that. the glorious a ad 2] 


' provoked God did not give-oven 00S] 


ugeik es had Ye over prayl Ar 


e reals: A 
- of wiſdom; and knowledge, and -whole - - 


| © thin tomiſet” is qr te ta Oe iti 

b is = e plan and © evident , "Thar Secret, : 
- "Prayer is Fe: Chriſtiars duty. "We. now 
proceed fo the Second, which -is''to prove, 
That if it be rightly managed, it will be his: / 
<dvanta ez and. to that-end 51 ſhalt only: 
at it. will afford ml. thele two, ; 


PS. 


hings : | 

1. Safety. 

2, Comfort. 

1. Firft, Secret Prayer is a HOW and'exs 3 
cellent means of Secarity z would a Man. be... 
fafe when he is 'alone, then let him-priy 
| when he is. alone ? |. On: this fide of -Heas 
I ': ven which pi any one coy: yEh ſound; * 
len 2 On Nay-ration i: 
| Kei quite” homes the! reach of dank : 
© heard one once wittily fay,- He: alid - 

noe ps the Road fear Highway-men, ſo lng; as 
Ce] was alone. But there are other enemies 
whom we- may apprehend miſchief 
when we-are -moſt. alone. The' ſubcil/Ser-, -. 
_ penit wrigled himſelf\into Paradiſe lic ſally .! 
and there he did mortally ting our firſt-Pa+ 7 3 
vents, and undid them and all their.pofteriy 
ty in_them., - Holy Paxl, was a) 
While he continued. in che third Heaven, | 
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the: malicious Femptrr conld :nat come at; -- 
him- there 3: ſince. he was- caſt: down from. -3 
that bleſſed -place,:;He never. yet-could;, 4 
for the fature he-never ſhall: make a. x6. © 
entry; nos is. his Arm; firong enough:;/to +} 
ſhoot -an-Arrow, or throw « Hera At a.” 
high : But.:no ſoonesx was,;tha h=6-3 wah 
Apolile come dawn. again, bat, he was den 
ſperately ſet upon, | worle- than the Philift 4 
were upon: him 3 there-was' a Thorn: | 
in his fleſhy. which could, not but-put.him-ta - 2 
pain z and a- Meſſenger of Satou;was Tent. to. . | 
buffet hin, who- without peradyenture LaVs _— 
bimno (nll blows” - - 1 cp 2 bg | 
One; weuld;: conclude” a. perſon lake | 
enough-- when -no-body + is with : him; 
as there is none. £0 belp, ſo there. is none-tQ _' 
burt z yet even-then; he may. be in.dapger 3+ - 
for though there: he no. Man with him,. Fed. 
there. is a-Devil. with, him; yes, .more. than . 
one,: polibly-moze-than.a. SE os We! =7 
have; been - ;pvjonally rorehng od, Toes as 
vid walking-upon.the top of eg did. 
not-ftand <in- need of his Life-guard about + 
him Whore that ſhould or could do'the | 
{chief there >: Yet .cven t 
Naked yo Hes. that. Man of Y 4 
and 2 malicions, Devil let iy one of. us en+. © 
venow'd Arzows, jand;wounded him.to. he -- 7 
VNIAIE the, ce... k;, had beep, Ei 


_ 


ws 4 Deſcourſe be Cloſer-Projer.. 1 
- for that'good Man, if, inſtead of gazing) 


| about, .and viewing every objec that previ 


-S ſented, he had been looking wy to >his Gody 


and praying in ſeeret. 

Know and conſider, O thou poor Soul; 
the Devil hath a mind to thee, not out of: 
any Love -he bears thee, -for'there is no 
fixch thing in Devils 3' they mult ceaſe to be. 


Devils before they can: have *any kindneſs: 


for Men'::But he hath a'mind to you, .as 7 
roaring Lior hath to: his prey ;/and'in pur. 
france of his bloody deſign, he 4s reſfile(s;y. 


though he can dohimſelt no good, he recs: 


kons- it worth his while to do thee ia mi(-" 


chief; and thereforethe doth-not only walk | 
with thee up and down in the Street, and 


_ from this private or publick Houſe*tothat z; 
= nor only follow'thee to. the: -publick Cons. 


ton, there to divert thy thoughts, 'or- 
nf thy affeQions, or dire& thine eye to. 


Raw vain and-wanton: obje&; or pick up. 


the ſeed which is ſown, 'that though it" be. 


caſt in at the-ear; yet it may never reach {6 


far as the heart to root there; and bring 


forth precious' fruit in the Life and Conver-/ 


fation's but he will alſo dog you into. yout | 


Chambers; and intrude into-your- Cloſe 4 
when' the Door is ſhat, he will -get 3 you. 
©" cannot; while here, get clear of the old Man! 
_ che OOO z and where-ever he s. 

| | . F 
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wa. #ou may be ſure, He comes. for no''good.. 
7Wic is wholly ſet upon miſchief ; that is his 
onftant imploy , his beloved work , his 
eart is ſet upon. it, he follows itcloſe, and 
ramen... 5 en 6 
"Therefore my advice is, That thon wouldeſt 
make Prayer thy Clofet-bufineſs ; that when 
this implacable Enemy-of thine finds thee a- 
tone, he may riot have an advantage againſt 
thee. When in Epheſ. 6, the Apoſtle Pawt 
had told you of the Enemies you muſt con-. 
ten& with, that they are not' only fleſh and. 
blood, but alſo principalities and powers, and 
ſpiritual wickedneſſes in-high Places ;, he adviſed 
you to put on the whole Armour of God, and 
over and above he dire&ed you to this ex- 
cellent and neceſſary work of 'Prayer , as 
knowing that both your ſecurity and; victo- 
ry depend as'much upon that, as any thing + 
Your Atmoxr will not do without your God; 
and him you'cannot exped without Prayer. 
If then you would not fall both zgto tempta- 
tion, and by it, your care and work" muſt 
be to watch and pray and do notin the 
traſt doubt but Prayer hath Taid*miany a ©, : 
reſtraint upon the Devil,*and kept him off 
from medling with a Child of God when 
his fingers have itch'd at him, and Hanted 
his tools often and often, ſo that he coal 
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** = agd_ broke the neck of Many 2 curſed de ; 


fign which he: was moſt induſtriouſl ny 


Ing on; 
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2. Secondly, Secret Prayer. 1s-4 ſpecial way 
for the waking'of your retirement” confi : 
able and plea pepnite to,yor. . Solitarinels is looks 
Melancholly for its uſua 
ompanion) 4-y a Life of lonelineſs and re 
tircment is recken'd a very diſconſolate Life 
The Prophet made this a part of his birrex 
complaint,Pſal.102.7.7hat he was ar a ſparrom: 
#lone | 4 the houſe tap... And Solomon . YI 
Ecclel. 4, io, Wo be to bim that + Pi. 
Hence one ſaid, KA that loves to. be. alone, it; 
either a Beaſt, or a God. But Secret-Prayer, 
is an. ;excellent way to {weeten ſolitarineſs,? 


and take off the uncomfortableng(s of its 


If chou doſt. So Cie ightnes 
tie Ew i 


/ thy- 16lf Wy won: FR 
a our ay mf Ea no; | 


z but withs 


tp to. Th ip. 0 
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Tam ver never oy alone, than- when Tam mot © 


He did. {1A find efs., want. of-? 


C ompany, thay when he had- none; FT 


ys his God and higifelf ;. 


at an ns hs indeed that: gm, needs 1 no + 
— bod Jebn. th Yelp aghus -. 
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"5 Wo his Diſciples: The thai wad; RarS.- 1 — 
TY come, tat ye: ſhall 'be ſcattertd, | every man tabblo | 
wn, and ſhall leave "Te alone,: ond. road 5 am 

alone when alone;; I hall - be alta 

without -you,, but.;hot without” may: ns 
whoidoth more,: infinitely thore thanifillup. - 
thoſe vacancics:3..25 at hoon-day: we-:do not 
want the Stars, thi they be _ obſcurd 
and difappear, becaule we have the gloxious 
Light and-Beams of the-Sun, whe: ated 
bundantly ſupply their abſence... -- 

"David t£l1s us in Pſalm 145; 18, which is 
2 P/elmof Praiſe: That the Lard-is nigh mito. 
all them that -call-wpen bim, to all that: call whit. 
kin in truth. © ered Prayer will fecchGod 
down.from Heaven, to ſtand at: thy right - 
hand; Our Heavenly Father is: moxe:ready 
than the not affectionate: tender-hearted:. 
Mother: upon, Earth, : to ariſe and: come ir 
at: the:cry.of the Child. In. Pſalzi 18. we- 
find: that good; Man inchis diſtreſs; celid aps? 
daabe, Lord; and cried wnte bis\ Gad, *and:God: 
heard: hitn': Divine:Love is-quidk of hears: - 


Ing; He heard ry voice ont of "bit boly temple, 
:and. my cry: came before bim, even into- ; Toa 


Andnow obſerve what haſte God: madeto} 
his Sexyant 3, Verſ.. 9, 10.' He honed the Hea-! 
news| and. came den © He rode upon a Gherubr 
ai NS yes, he did Py apn:the ongery 
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- eau ora Khoi "os to' thy cot ifol 
_ find; that thy 'beloved:will norbe long fro 
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